
  

 

ACN’s support for Ukraine 



2 

 

Pontifical Foundation  
Aid to the Church in Need | ACN International  
Bischof-Kindermann-Str. 23 | D-61462 Königstein/Ts. | GERMANY +49 6174 291-0 | 
press@acn-intl.org | www.acninternational.org  
 
Author: Kira von Bock-Iwaniuk  
Edition: Carlos Rosas and María Lozano  
Photos: ACN Archive (if not indicated otherwise)  
 
Copyright © ACN International, June 2022. All rights reserved.  



3 

 

In 1953 “Ostpriesterhilfe”, as ACN was then called, 
received a request from Cardinal Tisserant, Secre-
tary of the Vatican Congregation for the Eastern 
Churches, to support the seminary for Eastern Eu-
ropeans who had emigrated. The cardinal also 
asked for help in restoring the Greek Catholic 
Studite order of monks, which had been liquidated 
by the communists in 1946. 
 
Shortly after his release in January 1963 after 18 
years of imprisonment and forced labour the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Archbishop Josyf Slipyj 
met Fr Werenfried van Straaten, the founder of 
ACN, in Rome. Help for the Ukrainian Greek Catho-
lic Church in exile was agreed upon and began in 
the same year. By the time Cardinal Slipyj died in 
Rome in 1984, ACN had supported the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church in exile to the tune of 10 
million dollars. Most of this money was designated 
to prepare for day X, the liberation of the Church 
in Ukraine.  
 
In 1989 ACN began a big Bible and prayer cam-
paign, in which hundreds of religious books were 
sent to people in the country who found them-
selves cut off behind the Iron Curtain.  
 
On 30 March 1991 Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivsky, 
head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, re-
turned from exile in Rome to the Ukraine. This 
date marks the beginning of our help in the re-
building of church structures in Ukrainian territo-
ry.  
 
From 1 April 1993 the Ukrainian programme of 
Radio Voskresinnya (Radio Resurrection) was 
broadcast on Ukrainian national radio. Up until 
today this has been one of ACN’s key projects, 
which currently includes support for media in the 
Catholic Church of both rites principally on 
ZHYVE.TV and EWTN Radio or Radio Maria.  The 
media make an enormous contribution to interre-
ligious dialogue in the country.  

Although the times of persecution were finally 
over, ACN continued to support Catholics in 
Ukraine. After finally being able to leave the cat-
acombs in 1990, they were zealously building up 
church life, although generally they had more 
trust in God at their disposal than financial 
means. The Greek Catholic Church had suffered 
particularly. All her structures were destroyed. At 
the time of legalisation on 1 December 1989 she 
stood there with almost empty hands. The 
priests, religious and lay people are certainly a 
model of commitment and do their utmost to 
make the impossible possible, but many inten-
tions can only become reality with financial help 
from abroad.  
 

The story of our help in Ukraine 

Confessions and rites which 
ACN supports 

Around 85% of the population in Ukraine is Chris-
tian. Most people (69%) are members of the vari-
ous Orthodox Churches, although more than 
11% are Catholics1.   
 
Since its reinstatement in 1989, the largest of the 
Churches united with Rome, the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church (UGCC), is the majority Church 
in western Ukraine. It currently has 16 eparchies 
(dioceses). The proportion of these believers in 
the seven Galician dioceses (Lviv, Stryj, Buchach, 
Ternopil, Sokal, Ivano-Frankivsk and Sambir-
Drohobych) is between 58% and 74%, in Trans-
carpathia (Ushgorod) around 25% and in the Dio-
ceses of Kolomyja, Chernivtsi and Kamyanets 
only around 17%. In central and eastern Ukraine 
believers from the Greek Catholic Church are a 
small minority of hardly one per cent. On aver-
age the proportion of these believers among the 
whole population is around 8% (roughly 3.5 to 4 
million in around 3,600 communities)2. 

1 Brill, figures from 2020. 
2 Source: https://www.renovabis.de/laender/mitteleuropa-osteuropa/ukraine/2016    

https://www.renovabis.de/laender/mitteleuropa-osteuropa/ukraine/
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The Diocese of Mukachevo has an autono-
mous status. As a Ruthenian Church3, it is sui 
juris and therefore does not come under the 
head of the UGCC, but directly under the Vati-
can. However, the Diocese of Mukachevo 
takes part in all synods and meetings of the 
UGCC in an advisory capacity.  
 
The Catholic Church of the Latin Rite, which 
for historical reasons is still seen in many plac-
es as “the Polish Church”, has 7 dioceses in 
Ukraine, among which Charkiv-Saporoshe and 
Odessa-Simferopol were newly established in 
2002 through the division of Zhytomir/Kiev 
and Kamyanets-Podolski.  

3 Ruthenian Catholic Church, also called Carpatho-Rusyn Catholic Church or Ruthenian Church, an Eastern Catholic Christian 
church of the Byzantine rite, in communion with the Roman Catholic Church since the Union of Uzhhorod (or Uzhgorod) in 
1646. (Source: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ruthenian-Catholic-Church)  

Annual Report PATRIARCHAL CURIA Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 2019 

Map of the dioceses of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 

In Transcarpathia (Mukachevo) the apostolic 
administration was raised to a diocese in 
2002. The proportion of believers lies be-
tween 1 and 4%, on average around 2%. 
There are around one million believers in 
some 830 communities.  
 

In Ukraine there is also a very small Armeni-
an Catholic minority, which is cared for by 
the Ordinariate of the Armenian Catholic 
Church in Armenia, Georgia, Russia, and East-
ern Europe. 

Diocesan structure 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ruthenian-Catholic-Church
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4 Source: Source: beckstet, CC BY-SA 3.0, wikimedia common, https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Map_of_Ukraine_Catholic.PNG   

 

Map of the dioceses of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine4 

Breakdown according to rite of the more than 3600 projects carried out by ACN over the past ten years 
(Please note that the this is the percentage of projects supported and not percentage of money spent) 
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Breakdown of help for Ukraine according to type of help (from 2012 to 31.12.2021)  

Main areas of our support 

Construction of a pastoral center for the parish "Bozhoho Myloserdya" (Divine Mercy) in Rozdilna  
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1) Seminaries 
 
Up until now the support for candidates for the 
priesthood in Ukraine remains one of the most 
important priorities for ACN. Without its shep-
herds the Church would not be able to carry out 
its task. ACN has supported the building or re-
building of all the seminaries in modern Ukraine. 
Up until now we have supported all the seminari-
ans in the country – in the six Greek Catholic and 
five Latin Catholic seminaries (three diocesan ones 
and two Redemptoris Mater seminaries). We are 
currently supporting over 900 seminarians from 
the two rites. In the last ten years ACN has con-
tributed more than 6.5 million euros towards the 
training of seminarians in 11 seminaries and 263 
individual projects.  
 

Building of seminaries 
 
One of our biggest projects in Ukraine and for ACN 
generally, at a cost of 5.5 million euros, was the 
building of the new Greek Catholic Seminary of 
the Holy Spirit in Lviv (Lemberg),  which had been  

very much in the heart of Saint John Paul II. The 
seminary was solemnly dedicated in August 2005. 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, the then head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, called it a “gift 
of God for the martyr Church”. After decades of 
persecution for the faith, the procession of 226 
seminarians, which went right through the city, 
was a moment of exuberant joy. 
 
Since 1994 ACN has invested more than 9 million 
euros in the building and upkeep of the Greek 
Catholic and Latin seminaries. Since 2017 we 
have been helping – so far with half a million eu-
ros – with the building of a new seminary in Sha-
rovechka in the Diocese of Kamyanets-Podilskyj, 
since most vocations in the region come from 
Khmelnickyj and Vinnitsya, which both belong to 
the diocese. A further half a million of help is 
foreseen.  

Construction of the seminary in Sharovechka in Khmelnytskyi 
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2) Other building projects 
 

Alongside the seminaries mentioned above, ACN 
has over the past ten years supported the building 
and renovation of many churches (385 projects), 
monasteries (191) and presbyteries (143). In all, 
nearly 15.6 million euros has been spent on over 
1,000 individual projects. 
 

3) Mass stipends 
 

Mass stipends are an indispensable form of sup-
port for priests, especially in places where priests 
draw no income from their communities, as in 
south-east Ukraine or in the cases of seminary 
teachers or priests who are occupied in church 
structures. 10.6 million euros have helped to en-
sure that these priests are able to survive and to 
help others. The Greek Catholic Church ordains 
married men, so priests often have a family to 
care for, making this support even more essential. 

4) Help with subsistence 
 

Active nuns are at work everywhere, with their 
dedication, their commitment to the poor, the 
sick and the despairing, in the work of Caritas, in 
schools, kindergartens, homes and parishes. The 
work of nuns from all congregations deserves to 
be valued and recognised. Since, however, the 
means are often lacking to appropriately reward 
their work, ACN provides subsistence help. Espe-
cially during the pandemic ACN has often given 
additional help. Over the past ten years ACN has 
paid out nearly 2.2 million euros. This included 
help for contemplative nuns, whose meagre in-
come from work is often even less than that of 
the active nuns. 

Religious sisters in shelter  
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5) Emergency help during the Covid 
pandemic 
 

ACN has approved more than 700,00 euros divided 
between 30 individual projects to alleviate the 
effects of Covid. In detail this has included: 
 
• Additional subsistence help for nuns (also to 

cover the cost of protective measures). 
• Medical costs for nuns who fell ill from 

Covid19. 
• Mass stipends, since priests could no longer 

celebrate publicly and thereby lost the sup-
port of communities. 

• Emergency help for the curia in the Exar-
chate of Crimea and for the Diocese of Odes-
sa-Simferopol. 

• Emergency help for the 12 parishes in the 
Diocese of Kharkiv-Zaporizhzhya. 

• Technical equipment for the online broad-
casting of Masses from the Cathedral of the 
Assumption in Odessa. 

 

6) Emergency help for the region in 
eastern Ukraine affected by armed 
conflict and for the annexed region of 
Crimea 
 
Since 2014 ACN has given more than 350,000 
euros to help both the Greek Catholic and Latin 
Catholic communities survive despite being cut 
off from the rest of the Ukraine with 33 projects. 
This included: 
 
• Emergency help and pastoral care for the 

Exarchate of Donetsk and the extraordi-
nary activity of priests. 

• Support for military chaplains and their 
mission in eastern Ukraine. 

• Emergency aid and pastoral care for refu-
gees from the conflict areas around 
Luhansk and Donetsk in the Diocese of 
Kyiv-Zhytomyr. 

Auxiliary bishop Aleksander Yazlovetskij in Zhytomyr is working on the forwarding of food, hygiene items, 
and medicines to Kyiv 
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7) ACN Emergency Aid for Ukraine  
during the invasion by Russian 
troops (15.03.2022—18.05.2022)  
 
The Ukraine emergency response campaign was 
for a minimum commitment of 1M € help- to go 
directly to the religious sisters, brothers and 
priests (not through any other agency but through 
the Church directly: Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, UGCC, and the Roman Catholic Church, 
RCC). The intention is to pay particular attention, 
in a first instance, to Eastern Ukraine with emer-
gency grants to enable them to keep operating. 
These are 4 exarchates of UGCC and 2 dioceses of 
RCC: KHARKIV, DONETSK, ODESA, KRYM and 
KHARKIV- ZAPORIZHYA and ODESA-SIMFEROPOL 
(with KRYM). 

On 02 March 2022, after being in contact with all 
our project partners, ACN approved the first 
package of emergency help consisting of 24 pro-
jects for a total of 1.3 M € for all jurisdictions of 
the Catholic Church in the country. These include 
9 projects which are reaching the Eastern Dioces-
es/ Eparchies/ Exarchates first, for a total of 
865,000 € and will be paid out as soon as possible 
in the coming days. The main cities where we are 
sending immediate help: Kyiv, Kharkiv, Zaporizhya, 
Odessa, the region of Donetsk. Funds have been 
made available. The rest of the projects are for the 
Western part of Ukraine not directly in the war 
zone. In Western Ukraine we are not helping each 
priest and religious with a grant per person, but 
just giving a contribution to the bishop for the 
most pressing needs. 
 

Children hiding underground during the Russian invasion in 2022 because the alarm siren was going off outside 
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Priorities of our emergency 
help 
 
Given the very close and longstanding relationship 
that ACN has built up along the years with our 
partners in the Ukraine, we are more than confi-
dent that this will be well spent. Our Head of Sec-
tion for Ukraine is in constant contact with them, 
assisting them and making sure we are listening to 
any further needs. 
 
For example, concretely, we just approved the 
request for the purchase of 2 cars, one for priest 
director of Caritas in Kyiv and one for the priest 
director of Caritas in Stryi. Both are very needed 
now. 
 
Some priests, religious sisters, brothers run or-
phanages, homes for the elderly or shelters for 
single mothers etc, these institutions will receive 
therefore help through this package (indirectly). In 
Kharkiv Zaporizhia for example, we know the 
Church has two houses for single mothers. As far 
as we know, they have not evacuated until now.  
 
The funds will be transferred to the Diocese/ Epar-
chy/ Exarchate and the Bishop will evaluate priori-
ties on the ground and distribute according to the 
need and the capacity through the current Church 
structures. Although there are refugees leaving, 
the number of people staying in the cities, in their 
homes or internally displaced or taking refuge in 
the basements of Churches or church buildings 
and institutions is greater. The priests, sisters, 
brothers provide shelter and support both materi-
al and spiritual. 

OVERVIEW: Total help approved and 
planned 

By 18 May 2022, ACN had approved 82 projects 
amounting to a little over 3.27 million euros in the 
year-to-date. Fifty of these projects are directly 
related to the war: 

About half of the aid, namely 1.55 million euros, 
were used for immediate and emergency assis-
tance in the form of existence aid that was distrib-
uted to the dioceses and religious orders.  

Since outbreak of the war, we have donated 17 
generators to maintain a consistent supply of elec-
tricity. 

19 cars and vans amounting to 470,880 euros have 
been purchased up until this point. These vehicles 
are used to provide pastoral care as well as to dis-
tribute relief supplies. The recipients of the vehi-
cles are dioceses, the Caritas organisation, semi-
naries, religious orders, a parish – basically all who 
are directly involved in helping internally displaced 
people (IDPs) and taking care of the soldiers. 

In addition to these 3.27 million euros, we began 
funding additional Mass stipend projects in April; 
to date, we have given 634,694 euros to Ukrainian 
priests of both rites for the celebration of Masses. 
This aid is important in its own right because the 
regular pastoral care programmes have largely 
been discontinued at this time. Many have left or 
lost their homes, businesses have closed their 
doors, the supply situation in large parts of south-
eastern Ukraine is catastrophic and the people are 
no longer able to support priests. Instead, it is the 
priests who are sharing what they have with the 
growing number of people fighting for survival. 

The total numbers of beneficiaries expected to be 
reached with all the projects (approved and pipe-
line) are: 

Additional projects approved 
since 22 March 2022 and out-
look (As of: 18 May 2022) 
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· UGCC – Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in 

Ukraine 17 dioceses:  3311 diocesan priests, 805 

religious sisters and 522 religious priests. Total:  

4638 

· RCC – Roman Catholic Church, Latin rite in 

Ukraine with 7 dioceses: 735 diocesan priests,  545 

religious sisters and 311 religious priests. Total: 

1591. 

Latest developments 

Accompanied by a small delegation from ACN, our 
project manager Magda Kaczmarek visited 
Ukraine in late April to personally take a look at 
the situation. This visit gave rise to further pro-
jects, beginning a new phase in the assistance pro-
gramme. 

Eleven projects worth a total of 353,245 euros 
were funded to support individual Church initia-
tives for IDPs and families in particularly great 
need. A few examples: 

• Purchase of household appliances for 55 
convents that are taking in IDPs during the 
war 

• Extraordinary aid for the Order of St. Paul 
the First Hermit at Kamyanets Podilskyi 
Monastery during the war (providing for 60 
IDPs for 1 month) 

• Extraordinary aid for the Sisters of the Holy 
Family during the war (taking in 160 IDPs for 
1 month at Hoshiv Monastery) 

• Extraordinary aid for the Eparchy of Cher-
nivtsi to help provide for war IDPs  

• Extraordinary aid for 10 parishes to help 
provide for war IDPs in the Archdiocese of 
Ivano-Frankivsk 

• Extraordinary aid to provide for war IDPs at 
the Catholic grammar school of the Archep-
archy of Ivano-Frankivsk  

• Support for the pastoral work of the patriar-

chal curia during the war - 60 Mass kits for 

the celebration of the liturgy. 

First building projects in the 
context of war 
 

Generally, the Church begins the extremely costly 
phase of rebuilding Church structures only once 
hostilities have come to an end. However, for a 
number of reasons, there are already a number of 
building projects in Ukraine that we can and must 
press ahead with at this time:  

Catholic Diocese of Lviv: 

Renovation of a recently purchased house for a new 
branch of the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin in Lviv 
– the Capuchins have been carrying out valuable 
evangelisation work for many years, particularly 
among young people. The three Capuchin monks 
are currently living in a small flat and plans for a 
house had already been made before 24 February. 
They have now extended their spectrum of activities 
to include IDPs, making the re-construction of their 
new house all the more urgent.  

Renovation of the rectory of the parish of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Rudky after a 
fire broke out following a missile strike 

Water supply systems for two houses of the Congre-
gation of the Daughters of the Most Pure Heart of 
Mary in Lviv (inadequate water filter) and Yar-
molyntsi (water pump to draw water from the well 
in the cellar); both houses have taken in IDPs. 

 

Greek Catholic Archeparchy of Ivano-
Frankivsk: 

 

Finishing work on the outpatient department of St. 
Luke’s Hospital of the Archdiocese of Ivano-
Frankivsk (exceptional project, as the outpatient 
department provides free medical care also to inter-
nally displaced persons and wounded soldiers and 
hospitals in Ivano-Frankivsk and other cities in west-
ern Ukraine are filled beyond capacity).  
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Catholic Diocese of Kyiv-Zhytomyr: 

ACN will help to rebuild the partially destroyed 
and looted seminary in Vorzel near Kyiv so that 
seminarians will be able to begin with regular in-
struction after the summer holidays. 

 

Outlook 
Finally, just to confirm that the Church has made it 
very clear that it will stay with the people. ACN, 
with our benefactors, will ensure that the Church 
can maintain its priests and religious and guaran-
tee their presence in the parishes, alongside refu-
gees, in seminaries, in the centres and homes for 
elderly etc. We also have a duty to support the 
elderly and sick priests and religious, who face the 
challenge of surviving in a climate of spiralling 
costs of living which will result from the war.  

Beyond Ukraine 

We are not jumping in unless requested, to help 
serve the needs of the refugees reaching the West-
ern countries bordering Ukraine (Poland, Slovakia, 
Hungary, etc.) because the local Churches and gov-
ernments as well as other charitable organisations 
are already able to provide the help needed.  

  

We are in touch with them, as well as with the bish-
ops of the diaspora communities, and have signalled 
our availability to help in the same manner as in the 
Ukraine, i.e., existence help for the priests, sisters 
and brothers working with the refugees. However, 
the priority is to uphold the Church within the coun-
try and to support those who cannot or will not flee. 
Within this priority, our focus is on the East where 
the Church is weaker, the conflict is raging, and oth-
ers cannot reach.  

 

-> In all messages from our project partners there is 
always an appeal for our prayers! We will re-assess 
continually the need and may approve new projects 
as the situation fluctuates. We expect the greatest 
need however to come in the near future, once 
fighting subsides and reconstruction of souls and 
buildings and peace will call for a greater presence 
of the Church amongst the people of Ukraine. 
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Finally, just to confirm that the Church has made 
it very clear that it will stay with the people. ACN, 
with our benefactors, will ensure that the Church 
can maintain its priests and religious and guaran-
tee their presence in the parishes, alongside refu-
gees, in seminaries, in the centres and homes for 
elderly etc. We also have a duty to support the 
elderly and sick priests and religious, who face 
the challenge of surviving in a climate of spiralling 

Further statistics about support from ACN from 2012 to 31.12.2021  

The statistics only cover projects which have been exclusively carried out in the Ukraine, not multi-regional projects which cover 
several countries. 

-> In all messages from our project partners there 
is always an appeal for our prayers! We will re-
assess continually the need and may approve 
new projects as the situation fluctuates. We ex-
pect the greatest need however to come in the 
near future, once fighting subsides and recon-
struction of souls and buildings and peace will call 
for a greater presence of the Church amongst the 
people of Ukraine. 
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Breakdown of help for Ukraine in 2021  

Number of projects per diocese (2012 – 31.12.2021) 
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Breakdown of help for Ukraine by diocese (from 2012 – 31.12.2021) 

 18% - the biggest proportion of our help in euros - went to the Greek Catholic and Roman Catho-
lic dioceses of Lviv, which in turn represent the biggest dioceses. 

 
 15% of the help was spent on cross-diocesan projects, predominantly for religious orders. 
 
 11% benefitted the Latin and Greek Catholic dioceses of Kyiv, which as diaspora areas in eastern 

Ukraine both needed special support. 

Map of ACN’s support for Ukraine in 2021 
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Supported program sectors 

          

Program  
sector 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Total 
Number of  
supported 

Construction 133 172 106 65 74 36 42 91 719 

Churches,  
convents, parish 
houses, pastoral 
centers 

Vehicles 43 61 50 52 48 29 36 65 384 Vehicles 

Existential aid 322 374 334 431 171 507 4.358 942 7.439 
Mainly religious 
sisters and  
brothers 

Formation  
of Laity 

870 2.612 3.708 1.350 8.936 5.588 2.418 13.140 38.622 

Only approxima-
tive number of 
catechists,  
children, youth, 
adults 

Humanitarian  
aid 

10 12 8 4 3 6 4 8 55 
Number of  
supported  
projects 

Mass Media 4 3 7 4 2 5 5 5 35 
Number of  
supported radios 
etc 

Religious 
books 

11.003 10.002 53.002 1.500 39.105 56.501 12.800 14.003 197.916 
Supported copies 
of religious books 

Masses 4.379 3.850 4.482 4.245 4.185 4.594 4.462 7.119 37.316 
Number of priests 
receiving Masses 

Formation                     

Sisters 102 114 97 153 237 362 872 374 2.311 
Novices and  
sisters 

Seminarians 782 1.118 741 1.260 65 1.902 957 927 7.752 Seminarians 

Ongoing  
formation 

35 58 551 150 1.025 1.117 1.496 1.294 5.726 Priests 
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